
Residential & Commercial, Building-Mounted, Solar PV Systems – Permit Checklist: 

Submit this checklist with your building permit application & fee, your electrical permit 
application and fee, and applicable supporting documents as one entire package. 

□ Building Permit
□ Electrical Permit
□ Conditional Use Permit IF any of the following apply:

o The solar installation is in the commercial district
o The solar installation is on a light pole

□ Scaled horizontal and vertical (elevation) drawings showing:
o the location of the system on the building, or on the property for a ground-

mounted system, including the property lines (see Appendix 1: “Diagrams to
complement permit applications”)

□ Manufacturer’s specifications and installation manual

□ Demonstration of compliance with MN State Building Code and/or sufficient structural roof
support for weight, wind, and snow loads for new Solar PV System (See “Standardized Load
Table” below). Additional Information as Requested by Inspector.

□ For all building-mounted systems other than a flat roof, show:

o the highest finished slope of the solar collector
o the slope of the finished roof surface on which it is mounted

□ For flat-building systems, show:

o the distance to the roof edge and any parapets on the building
o the height of the building on the street frontage side
o the shortest distance of the system from the street frontage edge of the building
o the highest finished height of the solar collector above the finished roof surface

□ For ground-mounted systems, show:

o Height of the system
o System setback from property lines
o The area of the solar collector surface in relation to the lot area

□ Written evidence that the electric utility service provider that serves the proposed site
has been informed of the applicant’s intent to install a solar energy system.

□ Written evidence that the electric solar energy system components have a UL listing.

Solar PV Permit Checklist & Process 

http://www.savmn.com/DocumentCenter/View/52/Building-Permit-Application-PDF
http://www.savmn.com/DocumentCenter/View/54/Electrical-Permit-Application-PDF
http://www.savmn.com/DocumentCenter/View/67/Land-Use-Application-PDF
http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/PDF/fs_code_solar.pdf


The cost of a Solar PV System electrical permit can be found in the fee schedule. 

The cost of a Conditional Use permit is as follows: 
$200 fee + $450 escrow if residential $850 escrow if commercial/industrial 

Cost of permit to be paid at time of application with cash, check, or credit card to City 
Inspections Department. 

Your permit will be reviewed within 5-10 business days. After permits have been issued 
installation may be initiated. If you have any questions on what is needed to receive your 
building permit, contact City Hall at 612-782-3317.  

Standardized Load Table: The MN Department of Labor and Industry (DLI) and Minnesota Department 
of Commerce developed a standardized load table to help determine if the roof structure of wood-
framed buildings is sufficient to handle the additional weight of solar PV systems (see: 
http://mn.gov/commerce-stat/pdfs/standardized-load-table-report.pdf). Permit applicants may use the 
standardized load table report in conjunction with manufacturer installation recommendations to 
demonstrate structural compliance without consultation by a structural engineer. 

http://mn.gov/commerce-stat/pdfs/standardized-load-table-report.pdf


Appendix 1: Diagrams to complement permit applications







 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 




