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Design Strategies

1. Right Plant, Right Place

2. Tame the disorder

3. Plan for blooms throughout the season



Take Stock of What you Have

1. What type of soil do you have?

2. How much light will your garden receive?

3. Is your garden exposed to strong winds?

4. Do these conditions vary across your garden?

5. How much water is needed to sustain the garden?



Right Plant, Right Place
Liatris Alternatives
Scientific Name Common Name Height Space Moisture Light Jul Aug Sep Oct

Liatris pycnostachya Prairie Blazing star 2-4' 1' Wet, Moist Full, Partial purple purple purple

Liatris ligustylis Meadow Blazing Star 3-5' 1-2' Moist, Medium Full pink pink

Liatris aspera Rough Blazing Star 3-6' 1-2' Medium, Dry Full, Partial purple purple purple purple

Milkweed Alternatives
Scientific Name Common Name Height Space Moisture Light Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Asclesis verticillata Whorled milkweed 2' 1-2' Dry Full, Partial white white white

Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed 3' 2-3' Medium, Dry Full, Partial pink pink pink

Asclepeis tuberosa Butterfly Milkweed 1-2' 1-2' Medium, Dry Full orange orange orange

Asclepeis incarnata Swamp Milkweed 4' 2-3' Wet, Moist Full, Partial pink pink pink



Tips to Tame the Disorder

1. Define boundaries

2. Design a way in and out

3. Create lines & layers to draw the eye in

4. Provide a place for the eye to rest

5. Place plants to support each other

6. Use a variety of shapes and sizes

7. Mingle host and nectar plants

8. Add extra features

9. Include a sign

How to attract pollinators without looking too messy



Defined Boundaries Make Good Neighbors

Create borders

Use shorter plants at the edges



A Well-defined Entrance is Inviting



Lines and Layers Draw the Eye In


